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secure the suppression of the Slave Trade, no method
could be so effective as an agreement between them
that those who carry slaves across the sea are guilty
of an international crime equivalent to piracy.
Nations would thus co-operate to suppress Slavery ;
otherwise its suppression must depend on the en-
forcement in each State of adequate laws made by
that State, for of course the State's territory is
inviolate.
The Convention,1 as finally drafted, places the
suppression of slavery on a new international basis.
The Convention contains 12 Articles ; the first
four Articles deal with slavery and the Slave Trade,
and impose upon all those who adhere to the Con-
vention an obligation to do all in their power,
nationally and in conjunction with other Powers,
to secure the abolition of slavery and the Slave
Trade. Article 5 deals with systems analogous to
slavery. Article 6 imposes an obligation to " make
adequate provision for the punishment of infrac-
tions of laws and regulations enacted with a view
to giving effect to the purposes of the present Con-
vention," 2 whilst Article 7 provides that any laws
or regulations passed in pursuance of obligations
contracted under the Convention shall be forwarded
to the League. Articles 8 to 12 deal with questions
of disputes upon interpretation, signature, denuncia-
tion, etc. At the outset, therefore, slavery is for
the first time defined in an international document*
1 See Appendix No. I, p, 268.               8 A. 104. 19^6* VI.